
There are seven ‘tabs’ at the top of the screen.  Introduction, Health board to Cluster Network Mapping, list of ICD-10 (International 
classification of disease) codes and four pages that allow the user to view the descriptive statistics of incidence and prevalence by GP 
Cluster Network - incidence by variable or cluster and prevalence by variable or cluster.  

To return to the Welsh Cancer Intelligence and Surveillance Unit (WCISU) website, click on the introduction page and the WCISU 
website link. 

Incidence refers to the number of cases of  cancer diagnosed during the time period 2011-2015, in patients who were resident in 
Wales and were registered with a Welsh GP. (Age band for incidence is the age at diagnosis and deprivation is also at the date of 
diagnosis)

Prevalence refers to the number of people who are living as of 31/12/15 and have a previous diagnosis of cancer in the time period 
displayed. (Age band for prevalence is age on 31/12/2015 and deprivation is calculated at the end of the period i.e. 31/12/2015)

If prevalence is:
up to 1 year, patient(s) were diagnosed in 2015
>1 to 5 years, patient(s) were diagnosed 2011-2014
>5 to 10 years, patient(s) were diagnosed 2006 - 2010
>10 to 21 years, patient(s) were diagnosed 1995 - 2005

The patients included in this analysis are resident in Wales and are registered with a Welsh GP Surgery.  Therefore Welsh residents with a cancer diagnosis who are not registered 
with a GP or who are registered with an English based GP are not included in this analysis.

Walkthrough guide for GP Cluster Networks 



Walkthrough guide for GP Cluster Networks

Incidence or Prevalence by variable - These dashboards show the descriptive statistics for incidence or prevalence by health board and 
cluster for the variable of interest – (age band, deprivation, rurality, sex and stage at diagnosis. (Stage at diagnosis is only available for 
incidence).

How to use – Use the dropdown buttons to make your selections. Firstly select which geography level (Cluster Network or Health boards 
and Wales) and then select the Health board whose clusters you would like to view, then select the cancer type and variable of interest.  To 
display results for Wales, select Health boards and Wales in geography level and Wales is displayed at the top of the chart. (A Health board 
to Cluster Network Mapping table is available on the tabs)

The results will display on the charts, and the table results will be updated. Hover over the charts and table to bring up further 
information.  The stacked bar chart shows visually the counts and proportions of cases in each variable of interest.  The table shows the 
proportion of cases in each variable of interest.

For the incidence and prevalence the results are shown alphabetically, with the exception of Wales, which is shown at the top of the chart 
and table.



The number shown 
is the count of 

cases in the age 
band. 

Hovering over a bar 
will show the 

proportion (%) of 
the bars

Select geography 
level, Health 

board, individual 
cancer type and 

variable of 
interest to review 

data.

A user example of the Incidence by variable dashboard data (Wales)

Cardiff & Vale Health board has the highest proportion of 0 – 49 year olds diagnosed with cancer whilst Powys Health board has the highest proportion 
of 75+ cases compared to Wales.  However this is likely to reflect the general population in these Health board areas.

Use the scroll bar 
to see all age bands 

or sections of the 
variable of interest

Age band for 
incidence is the 
age at diagnosis 

of cancer
(N.B This is 

different for 
prevalence)



A user example of the Prevalence by variable dashboard data (Wales)

The counts are shown 
and hovering over a bar 

will show the 
proportion of the bars 

% 

Powys and Cwm Taf 
have a higher 
proportion of men 
who were 
diagnosed in the 
past year and a 
lower proportion 
diagnosed between 
10 and 21 years 
previously 
compared to Wales.  

Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg has a 
lower one year 
prevalence for men 
and women and a 
higher 10 to 21 year 
prevalence 
compared to Wales. 
(There are more 
men and women in 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg living 
(with a previous 
cancer diagnosis) 
than the Wales 
average.

Use the scroll bar to see all information

If prevalence is:

up to 1 year, patient(s) 
were diagnosed in 
2015

>1 to 5 years, patient(s) 
were diagnosed 2011-
2014

>5 to 10 years, 
patient(s) were 
diagnosed 2006 – 2010

>10 to 21 years, 
patient(s) were 
diagnosed 1995 - 2005



A user example of the Prevalence by variable dashboard data (Wales)

Selecting a bar will 
show the box shown.  

In this example 
specific age bands 
can be excluded if 
required by using

The Download 
button allows the 

graph and tables on 
the page to be saved 
as an image or pdf. 

The data can be sorted  
and also viewed.  The 

data can be downloaded 
as a text file.   
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Incidence or Prevalence by Cluster - These tabs show the descriptive statistics of incidence or prevalence for 
the Health board or Cluster Network selected by age band, deprivation, rurality, sex and stage at diagnosis. 
(Stage at diagnosis is only available for incidence).

How to use – Use the dropdown buttons to make your selections.  Firstly select which geography level – to look 
at a specific cluster select the Health board of the Cluster Network (e.g. Abertawe Bro Morgannwg) and then 
the specific Cluster Network (Afan).  Then select the cancer type required and the variable of interest.

If you want to view a Health board’s results select ‘Health board’ in geography level and then the name of the 
Health board e.g. Cardiff & Vale in the second box and then select the cancer type required.  



A user example of the Incidence cluster dashboard data (Wales)

The highest proportion of cases for All cancers excluding NMSC 
are in the 75+ age band decreasing through the 65-74  and 50- 64 
age bands to the 0 – 49 year age band, which has the lowest 
proportion for Wales.  

The highest proportion for All Cancers excluding NMSC is unknown 
stage whilst Stage 1 – 4 vary between 13% and 18%. Staging proportion 
varies by cancer type and can be shown by selecting the relevant cancer 
type.

Select on individual cancer 
type to review data for 

specific cancers.

The patients included in this analysis are resident in Wales and are registered with a Welsh GP Surgery.  Therefore Welsh residents with a cancer diagnosis who are not registered with a GP or who are 
registered with an English based GP are not included in this analysis.

Hovering over a bar will 
give more information 



Deprivation quintiles in Wales are equally split across the country i.e. approximately 20% of the Welsh population in each quintile section from least deprived to most 
deprived. Deprivation analysis uses the income domain of the WIMD (Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation). 
Further information on deprivation is available from http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en

65% of cancer 
patients live in an 
urban area of 
Wales and 35% of 
patients live in a 
rural area of 
Wales. 

http://gov.wales/
docs/statistics/20
15/150812-
wimd-2014-
guide-analysing-
deprivation-rural-
areas-revised-
en.pdf

The data for area by deprivation or rurality is likely to represent the deprivation or rurality of the overall population of that specific area.  Therefore a background 
knowledge of the area being reviewed is required, otherwise incorrect findings may be concluded.

The graph above shows that the quintiles in Wales are not all equal to 20% for this data, the data by area can be used to understand the distribution of cancer  
cases across the area (Cluster Network/Health board). 

A user example of the Incidence cluster dashboard data (Wales)

http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/welsh-index-multiple-deprivation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2015/150812-wimd-2014-guide-analysing-deprivation-rural-areas-revised-en.pdf


A user example of the Prevalence cluster dashboard data (Wales)

The data for area by deprivation or rurality is likely to represent the deprivation or rurality of the overall population of that specific area.  
Therefore a background knowledge of the area being reviewed is required, otherwise incorrect findings may be concluded.

There is a higher 
proportion of 
women with a 
previous cancer 
diagnosis than 
men in the 10 to 
21 year 
prevalence 
category.

The highest 
proportion of 
the 75+ age 
group (34%) are 
living 10 to 21 
years post a 
cancer 
diagnosis.  

The 
proportions of 
people in urban 
and rural areas 
appear to be 
similar for the 4 
prevalence 
time periods.

The proportion 
of prevalence -
up to 1 year, >1 
year to 5 year, 
>5 to 10 year 
and >10 year to 
21 year doesn't 
appear to differ 
across quintiles.

Age band for 
prevalence is the 

age at  
31/12/2015.  
(N.B This is 

different for 
incidence where 

age at diagnosis is 
used)

Deprivation and rurality are calculated at the end of the diagnosis period i.e. 31/12/15


