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Guide to evidence sources 

This guide outlines sources of guidelines and secondary level evidence[footnoteRef:1] that have been produced using a robust methodology (which adheres to systematic review principles and includes critical appraisal using a recognised tool) and therefore do not require critical appraisal. These sources may be able to answer your question without the need for any further work. [1:  Secondary evidence is an analysis, interpretation and summary of primary research studies; systematic reviews and meta-analyses are secondary sources] 


	UK Guidelines
	Description


	National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
	
These guidelines make evidence-based recommendations on a wide range of topics, from preventing and managing specific conditions, improving health and managing medicines in different settings, to providing social care to adults and children, and planning broader services and interventions to improve the health of communities. 

Guidelines on public health topics make recommendations on local interventions that can help prevent disease or improve health.
The guidance may focus on a particular topic (such as smoking), a particular population (such as schoolchildren) or a particular setting (such as the workplace). This guidance is aimed at public health professionals, practitioners, and others with a direct or indirect role in public health within the NHS, local authorities and the wider public, voluntary, community and private sectors.

Details on the method used to produce NICE guidelines is contained in their manual. Guideline recommendations are based on the best available evidence. A wide range of different types of evidence and other information – from scientific research using a variety of methods, to testimony from practitioners and people using services. 
Review questions guide the search for evidence, and the type of evidence that gives the best 'fit' depends on the type of question. Whatever type of evidence is used, it is selected and quality assessed using clear and appropriate methods.


	Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN) clinical guidelines
	
SIGN develops evidence based clinical practice guidelines for the National Health Service (NHS) in Scotland. SIGN guidelines are derived from a systematic review of the scientific literature and are designed as a vehicle for accelerating the translation of new knowledge into action to reduce variations in practice, and improve patient-important outcomes.

SIGN guidance is accredited by NICE.


	NICE Accredited Guidance 
	
NICE offered a process whereby evidence based products could be accredited. Guidance eligible to be considered for accreditation  was  defined as 'systematically developed statements to guide decisions about appropriate health and social care to improve population health.' The types of statements accredited include: 
· Clinical guidelines
· Policy guidance
· Technology appraisals
· Clinical summaries
· Commissioning guidance
· Social care guidelines
· Clinical decision support guidance
· Public health guidance
The accreditation programme assessed the processes used to develop guidance and advice, not the content of individual products. To be NICE accredited products must have been developed following systematic processes informed by the best available evidence. 

The accreditation programme stopped accepting new applications in September 2016.




	
Other secondary sources

	
Description

	Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)
	
The AHRQ sponsors effectiveness and comparative effectiveness reviews. These are systematic reviews of different health care interventions intended to inform care decisions for patients, healthcare providers and policy makers. 

Details of the approach are contained within their methods guide


	Campbell Collaboration 
	
Campbell Collaboration is an international research network that produces systematic reviews of the effects of social interventions in Crime & Justice, Education, International Development, and Social Welfare.

Systematic reviews are available here


	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health (CADTH)
	
CADTH is an independent, not-for-profit organization responsible for providing health care decision-makers with objective evidence to help make informed decisions about the optimal use of health technologies, including drugs and diagnostic tests, medical, dental and surgical devices and procedures.

CADTH products where the methodology is available and is based on systematic review principles are Rapid Response systematic review and meta-analysis and Rapid Response summary and meta-analysis and Horizon Scanning. Rapid responses provide up to date evidence on health technologies to inform practice and policy decisions. Horizon Scanning alerts decision makers to emerging technologies.

Resources available here
Reports available here

	Cochrane Systematic Reviews

	
Cochrane Reviews are systematic reviews of primary research in human health care and health policy. They are internationally recognised as providing a high standard of evidence review. They investigate the effects of interventions for prevention, treatment and rehabilitation. They also assess the accuracy of diagnostic tests for given conditions in specific patient groups and settings.

Details on Cochrane review methods available here


	Cochrane Clinical Answers
(CCAs)
	
CCAs provide a readable, digestible, clinically-focused entry point to rigorous research from Cochrane Reviews. They are designed to be actionable and to inform point-of-care decision-making. Each CCA contains a clinical question, a short answer, and data for the outcomes from the Cochrane Review deemed most relevant to practising healthcare professionals, our target audience.

The approach used to produce CCAs is available here


	College of Policing What Works Centre for Crime Reduction
	
The What Works Centre for Crime Reduction, established in 2013, is part of the College of Policing. Its focus is on:
· Reviewing research on practices and interventions to reduce crime
· Labelling the best available evidence on interventions in terms of impact on crime reduction, how they work, where they work, how to do it and economic cost
· Providing Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) and other crime reduction stakeholders with the knowledge, tools and guidance to help them target their resources more effectively.

The Centre is led by a core team from the College of Policing and has been supported by a commissioned partnership programme that was jointly funded by the College and the Economic and Social Research Council.

What Works: Crime reduction systematic review series available here
 

	US Department of Veterans Affairs 
	
This evidence based synthesis programme in the USA was established to provide syntheses of targeted healthcare topics of particular importance to Veterans Affairs managers and policy makers. The program has a range of reports produced using methodologies that adhere to systematic review principles. Some of these publications are only available on the Veterans Affairs intranet.


	Early Intervention Foundation
(EIF)

	
EIF is a charity and one of the Government’s ‘What Works Centres’. They provide evidence and advice on early intervention for tackling the root causes of social problems for children and young people. They evaluate the evidence of what works and what does not work in the area of early intervention, for both programmes and innovative local practice. 

Publications, including systematic reviews, are available here


	Evidence for Policy and Practice Information and Co-ordinating Centre
(EPPI-Centre)
	
The EPPI-Centre is part of the Social Science Research Unit at the UCL Institute of Education. It conducts systematic reviews of research evidence across a range of different topic areas. They have a large number of systematic reviews in the fields of education, including initial teacher education (ITE), health promotion and public health, as well as social welfare and international development. EPPI–Centre have developed methods for systematic review of qualitative research.

List of EPPI-Centre systematic reviews available here


	Health Technology Assessment (Ireland)
	
The Health Information and Quality Authority is an independent authority in Ireland established to support high-quality and safe care for people using health and social care services. The health technology assessments it publishes cover the clinical and cost-effectiveness of drugs, equipment, diagnostic techniques and public health activities.

Health technology assessments are available  here  
Information on the approach used is available here
 

	Health Technology Wales 
(HTW)
	
HTW is the national body working to improve the quality of care in Wales. They collaborate with partners across health, social care and the technology sectors to ensure an all-Wales approach. Their remit covers any health technology that isn’t a medicine, such as medical devices, surgical procedures, psychological therapies, tele-monitoring or rehabilitation. 

Their reports and guidance can be accessed here


	National Institute for Health Research  (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Journal
	
This journal only includes HTAs that result from work that is part of the NIHR programme and that have been assessed as being of sufficiently high quality by external reviewers and the journal editors.  The HTAs cover technologies to promote health, prevent and treat disease and improve rehabilitation and long-term care. Some of the reports in the journal are systematic reviews. 

The journal is here


	National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Public Health Research
	
This journal includes work from the NIHR Public Health Research Programme that are assessed by external reviewers and journal editors as being of sufficiently high scientific quality. Some of the reports in the journal are systematic reviews.  The journal covers interventions to improve public health. 

The journal is here


	The Collaboration for Environmental Evidence
(CEE)
	
CEE is an open community of stakeholders working towards a sustainable global environment and the conservation of biodiversity. CEE seeks to promote and deliver evidence syntheses (systematic reviews and maps) on issues of greatest concern to environmental policy and practice, as a public service. CEE SRs and maps may include public health related outcomes.

CEE systematic reviews are available here


	The Community Guide 
	
The Community Guide is a website that houses the official collection of all Community Preventive Services Task Force findings and the systematic reviews on which they are based. The Task Force was established in 1996 by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to identify population health interventions. The Task Force produces recommendations (and identifies evidence gaps) to help inform the decision making of federal, state, and local health departments, other government agencies, communities, healthcare providers, employers, schools and research organisations. 
Publications are available here
Detail of the methods used to develop the guides is available here

	Joanna Briggs Institute
(JBI)
	
JBI is an independent, international, not-for-profit research and development organisation based in the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the University of Adelaide, South Australia.
The Institute publishes JBI Evidence Synthesis. This journal includes systematic and scoping review protocols, diverse types of systematic reviews, and scoping reviews covering multi-disciplinary healthcare-related topics that follow methodology and methods developed by JBI. 

The journal is here


	What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth
	
The What Works Centre for Local Economic Growth was set up in October 2013 as part of the What Works network to analyse which policies are most effective in supporting and increasing local economic growth. The Centre is run by the LSE, Centre for Cities, and Arup. It is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council and several government departments. One of its main tasks is systematically reviewing the evidence base on policies for local economic growth using a robust methodology.

Systematic reviews can be accessed here


	What Works Centre for Wellbeing
	
The What Works Centre for Wellbeing brings together the evidence about the relative impacts on wellbeing of policies and projects, their cost and the quality of the evidence. The evidence programs are commissioned by the Economic and Social Research Council on behalf the What Works Centre for Wellbeing.  The Centre also has a role to support the development of the evidence base.

Systematic reviews can be accessed here

	What Works Clearinghouse (USA)
	
The What Works Clearinghouse is supported by the US Department of Education. They undertake systematic reviews on what works in education. 

Systematic reviews are available here

Details of the methods used to produce these reviews are available here


	What Works for Children’s Social Care
	
What Works Centre for Children’s Social Care is one of UK network of What Works Centres. They provide summaries of systematic reviews relevant to children’s social care.  

These summaries are included in the Evidence Store 

Details on how the reviews are selected, screened at reviewed are available here




	Version: v2.0
	1
	Date: March 2020






2
	Version: v2.0
	
	Date:  March 2020 



image1.jpeg
Arsylifa lechyd
4.0 9,!49, Cyhoeddus Cymru
7

HS | public Health
WALES | Wales Observatory




