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1 Introduction
This report is one of a series designed to support the health needs assessment to be undertaken by local health partnerships as part of the process of developing their Health, Social Care and Well-being Strategies. 

 

This document contains information specific to Blaenau Gwent.

It is essential that this document is used together with the health needs assessment chapters produced by the Health Information Analysis Team and other public health experts. Links for each chapter are included with the relevant section of this document.
Analysis at a sub-LHB level is crucial to the identification of need. Whenever possible and feasible, data have been presented at the sub-LHB level. However, no available and robust data are currently available at this level for the following health needs assessment chapters:
· Dental Health

· Infections
· Mental Health

· Nutrition and Obesity

· Physical Activity

· Seasonal Safety

· Smoking

· Substance misuse

1.1 Geographies used in this report

As mentioned above, this report contains sub-LHB information. Information at the LHB level and above is contained within the topic specific health needs assessment reports.

Three sub-LHB geographies have been used in this report:

· Electoral divisions (also known as wards), an administrative geography;

· Lower super output area, a statistical geography;

· Middle super output area, also a statistical geography

The choice of geography used is dependent upon the availability of data but the preference is always to use a statistical geography because, by definition they have been designed specifically with the aim of enabling the clear, consistent and reliable presentation of small area information.

Traditionally, small area statistics have been reported at electoral division (or ward) level. The advantage of using this geography is that it is understood at local level and, of course, delineates the areas represented by councillors. There are, however, disadvantages which make electoral divisions less suitable for presenting some types of data, particularly health data. Firstly, since electoral divisions are an administrative geography, the Boundary Commission for Wales frequently alter boundaries to ensure fair democratic representation. This makes the presentation of data covering a number of years difficult and prone to error. Secondly, and most importantly, electoral divisions are heterogeneous in terms of their population size. In Wales there are just under 900 electoral divisions. Their populations range from less than a thousand persons to over 15 thousand. It is impossible to present reliable data on health for very small populations because the number of events, for example deaths, occurring in such areas will be relatively small. When this is the case, numbers tend to fluctuate considerably over time making it very difficult to determine whether the pattern exhibited is genuine or merely a chance occurrence.

In order to try to overcome some of these problems the Office for National Statistics (ONS) has created two new statistical geographies for England and Wales called Lower and Middle Super Output Areas (SOAs) which are based on 2001 Census geography.  The base units for the reporting of Census data are output areas. There are approximately 9,000 output areas in Wales. Lower SOAs (LSOAs) have a mean population of 1,500 and a minimum of 1,000 and there are approximately 2,000 LSOAs in Wales. Middle SOAs (MSOAs) have a mean population of 7,500 and a minimum of 5,000 and there are just over 400 in Wales. Upper SOAs are planned for 2006 with a mean population of around 25,000 persons. SOA geographies are designed not to straddle local authority boundaries. The ONS have stated that SOA geographies will be fixed for at least 10 years. So, the advantage of using these new statistical geographies is stability and homogeneity. However, the main drawback is that they do not relate to local democracy and, at present, they do not have names. This makes them less amenable to the public and local government.

The NPHS has concluded that the MSOA geography represents the best compromise between the need for small area data whilst at the same time ensuring that the data, and hence any conclusions drawn, are robust. Therefore, any information contained within this report presented at either electoral division or LSOA level are not available at MSOA level.
The maps below show the electoral division geography of Wales and Blaenau Gwent LHB. There are 881 electoral divisions in Wales and 16 in Blaenau Gwent LHB.  Please note that MSOA and LSOA maps are based on a mean high water mark geography whereas electoral division maps are based on a mean low water mark geography.  This difference only, of course, manifests itself in those LHBs with a coastline.
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The maps below show the middle super output area (MSOA) geography of Wales and Blaenau Gwent LHB. There are 413 MSOAs in Wales and 9 in Blaenau Gwent LHB.  Please note that MSOA and LSOA maps are based on a mean high water mark geography whereas electoral division maps are based on a mean low water mark geography.  This difference only, of course, manifests itself in those LHBs with a coastline.
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The maps below show the lower super output area (LSOA) geography of Wales and       Blaenau Gwent LHB. There are 1896 LSOAs in Wales and 47 in Blaenau Gwent LHB.  Please note that MSOA and LSOA maps are based on a mean high water mark geography whereas electoral division maps are based on a mean low water mark geography.  This difference only, of course, manifests itself in those LHBs with a coastline.
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2 Children and Young People
The children and young people chapter produced for the health needs assessment is essential reading for the interpretation of the indicators presented in this section. The children and young people chapter can be accessed at: 
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=368&pid=18562.

2.1 Demography

2.1.1 Population

Proportion of population aged 0-24 by middle super output area (MSOA): 2003

Wales
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2.2 Determinants of health
2.2.1 Socio-economic factors

2.2.1.1 Child poverty

Percentage of children aged under 16 living in households dependent on worklessness benefits by electoral division: 2005

Wales
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2.2.1.2 Lone parent households

Percentage of dependent children in lone parent families by electoral division: 2001

Wales
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2.2.2 Education

Percentage of persons aged 16-24 with no qualifications by electoral division: 2001

Wales
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2.2.3 Low birth weight babies
Percentage of singleton live born babies with low birth weight by middle super output area (MSOA): 2002-2004
Wales
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3 Demography

The demography chapter produced for the health needs assessment is essential reading for the interpretation of the indicators presented in this section. The demography chapter can be accessed at: 
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=368&pid=18569.
3.1 Population

3.1.1 Population structure

Population by age and sex: 2005 

Wales
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Proportion (%) of the population by age and sex: 2005 

Wales
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3.1.2 Population aged over 65 years

Proportion of population aged 65 and over by middle super output area (MSOA): 2003 – see section 6.1.

3.1.3 Population aged under 25 years
Proportion of population aged 0-24 by middle super output area (MSOA): 2003 - see section 2.1.1.
3.1.4 Population density (LSOA level)

Population density (persons per square hectare) by lower super output area (LSOA): 2001

Wales
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3.2 Mortality

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for all causes (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004

Wales
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3.3 Ethnicity

3.3.1 Non-white

Percentage of people non-white by electoral division: 2001
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3.4 GP services

GP surgeries (main) in Wales
Wales
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4 Health Status and Key Determinants

The health status and key determinants chapter produced for the health needs assessment is essential reading for the interpretation of the indicators presented in this section. The health status and key determinants chapter can be accessed at: 
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=368&pid=18564.   
4.1 Determinants of health

4.1.1 Socio-economic deprivation

4.1.1.1 Townsend

Townsend deprivation score fifth by electoral division: 2001
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4.1.1.2 Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD)

WIMD score fifth by lower super output area (LSOA): 2001
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4.1.2 Unemployment

Percentage economically active unemployed by middle super output area: 2001
Wales
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4.1.3 Education
Percentage of persons aged 16-64 with no qualifications by electoral division: 2001 - see section 2.2.2
4.1.4 Lone parent families

Percentage of dependent children in lone parent families by electoral division: 2001 - see section 2.2.1.2

4.2 General morbidity measures

4.2.1 Limiting long-term illness

Percentage of persons in households with limiting long term illness by middle super output area: 2001
Wales
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4.3 Circulatory disease

4.3.1 Mortality

4.3.1.1 All circulatory diseases

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for all circulatory diseases (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004
Wales
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4.3.1.2 Coronary heart disease

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for coronary heart disease (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004
Wales
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4.3.1.3 Cerebrovascular disease (stroke)

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for cerebrovascular disease (stroke), persons, all ages by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004
Wales
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4.4 Respiratory disease

4.4.1 Mortality

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for respiratory disease (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004
Wales
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4.5 All malignancies (excl. other skin)

4.5.1 Mortality

European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for all malignancies excluding other skin (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 2000-2004
Wales
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5 Injuries

The injuries chapter produced for the health needs assessment is essential reading for the interpretation of the indicators presented in this section. The injuries chapter can be accessed at: 
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=368&pid=18566. 
5.1 Mortality
European age standardised mortality rates (EASMRs) for injuries (persons, all ages) by middle super output area (MSOA): 1996-2004
Wales
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6 Older People

The older people chapter produced for the health needs assessment is essential reading for the interpretation of the indicators presented in this section. The older people chapter can be accessed at: 
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/page.cfm?orgid=368&pid=18565. 

6.1 Population
Proportion of population aged 65 and over by middle super output area (MSOA): 2003
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