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Data as requested to include updated charts and new analysis of suicides by local authority. 
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Definitions
The ICD changed from version 9 to 10 during 2001; as such the definition for suicide prior to 2001 was using the ICD-9 codes in the underlying cause of death:
1) Suicide and self inflicted injury (E950 – E959)
2) Injury undetermined whether accidentally or purposely inflicted (E980 – E989), but excluding injury by other and unspecified means undetermined whether accidentally or purposely inflicted (E988).
Since 2001 the ICD 10 codes were used. The definition for suicides has slightly changed from 2007 onwards due to changes in coding by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). The following definition was used where the underlying cause of death was:
1) Intentional self-harm (ICD-10 code X60-X84)
2) Event of undetermined intent (Y10-Y34), but excluding Y33.9 before 2007
From 2007 onwards deaths with code Y33.9 are included in the analysis. Previously those with Y33.9 included those with 'coroner's verdict pending' as well as 'open verdict'. As they could not be distinguished in our data in the past, all deaths with Y33.9 needed to be excluded. ONS are now coding those with 'verdict pending' to U509 for England & Wales, and we are therefore able to include those with ‘open verdict’ coded as Y33.9. The numbers of death for this code are very small (around 1 per year).
For the UK nations comparison, there is a change to coding in Scotland and Northern Ireland where additional codes are used (Y87.0 and Y87.2), ‘Sequelae of intentional self-harm/ event of undetermined intent’. This means that there may be differences between the nations due to different coding. 
For details of calculations of rates, caveats and data sources please see the Readme sheet for each chart in the Excel files. These also contain data tables with the data.
The ICD 10 definition used for intentional self harm in the hospital admissions data is any mention between X60 and X84, in the admitting episode. Individuals were only counted once during the period, 2003-10, this type of analysis is known as a person based analysis. A person based analysis is useful to measure the number of people within a population that might have had an emergency admission (in this case) for a specific condition. It doesn’t however, provide an insight into the pressures on services as an individual admitted on numerous occasions would only appear once here. The intentional self harm analysis has been run for males and females aged 10+, crude age-specific rates were calculated for five year age groups.
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