The Prisoner ACE Survey interviewed 468 adults (aged 18-69)2 in a Welsh prison
between February and June 2018. Participants were asked about their exposure to
11 ACEs in childhood, their offending history and recent involvement in violence.

How many prisoners reported each ACE?
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Verbal abuse Physical Sexual abuse Parental Mental Domestic
50% abuse 18% separation illness violence

41% 58% 28% 40%
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Emotional neglect  Physical neglect Alcohol Drug abuse Incarceration
19% 12% abuse 32% 33%
31%

Over 8in 10 prisoners reported at least 1 ACE,
and nearly half had 4 or more ACEs®
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Of the 46% of prisoners who had ever served a sentence in a YOI:
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9in 10 6in10
had at least 1 ACE compared to 8 in 10 of had 4 or more ACEs compared to 3 in 10 of
those who did not spend time in a YOI those who did not spend time in a YOI



Compared with prisoners with no ACEs, those with 4 or more ACEs were:

@ more likely to have ever been convicted of criminal damage

@ more likely to have ever been convicted of violence against the person

@ more likely to have ever been convicted of theft

@ more likely to have ever been convicted of drugs offences

Of the 39% of prisoners categorised as prolific offenders:
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9in10
had at least 1 ACE compared to 8 in 10 of
those not categorised as prolific offenders

The proportion of individuals
reporting 4 or more ACEs increased
with number of times in prison
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First time in prison =7 times in prison

6in10
had 4 or more ACEs compared to 4 in 10 of
those not categorised as prolific offenders

ACEs substantially increased the risks
of recent violence involvement

% reporting recent violence involvement
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Violence perpetration Violence victimisation




