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	Purpose

	The purpose of this report is to provide assurance to the Audit and Corporate Governance Committee of the Organisations management of the process to ensure compliance with the Welsh Health Circulars issued by the Welsh Government.  
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	Recommendation:

The Audit and Corporate Governance Committee are asked to take assurance on the process for recording and monitoring the organisations compliance with Welsh Health Circulars.
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	Link to Public Health Wales Strategic Plan

Public Health Wales has an agreed strategic plan, which has identified seven strategic priorities and well-being objectives.

This report contributes to all 7 of the Strategic Priorities and Well-being Objectives.

	

	Summary impact analysis

	Equality and Health Impact Assessment
	A specific Equality and Health Impact Assessment (EHIA) is not required to support of this report.

	Risk and Assurance
	This report provides assurance on the organisations compliance with the Welsh Health Circulars issued by Welsh Government. 

	Health and Care Standards
	This report supports and/or takes into account the Health and Care Standards for NHS Wales Quality Themes

	
	Governance, Leadership and Accountability

	Financial implications
	There are no financial implications as a result of approval of this report.

	People implications
	There are no people implications as a result of approval of this report.




1. Purpose / situation

The purpose of this report is to provide assurance to the Audit and Corporate Governance Committee of the Organisation’s management of the process to ensure compliance with the Welsh Health Circulars issued by the Welsh Government.  

2. Background

The Board Business Unit maintain a tracker for monitoring and recording the Welsh Health Circulars that are received by the Trust. The WHCs are sent to the relevant executive Lead for action, and the completion of actions are recorded in a compliance form.  

Internal Audit – Limited assurance Report
In May 2020, the Welsh Health Circular process was part of an Internal Audit Report on the management alerts, which received a limited assurance rating. Following the Audit, the process has been revised for recording and monitoring responses to Welsh Health Circulars, to ensure additional checks were put in place to proactively monitor the HOWIS website to ensure all WHC are logged, circulated and communicated around the trust in a timely manner. 

Attached at appendix 1 is the latest update from the WHC log covering the period 1 August 2020 to 31 March 2021. 17 Welsh Health Circulars have been received in total:

Of the 17 received:
· 4 were for information 
· 12 were for action 
· 1 was for compliance

Following the review of the WHCs, 6 of the 17 received were not applicable to Public Health Wales.

	WHC 2020/012
	Clinical Assessment of COVID-19 in the Community
	Information 
(not applicable to PHW)

	WHC 2020/013
	The National Influenza Immunisation Programme 2020-21 (2)


	Action

	WHC 2020/014
	Ear Wax Management Primary Care and Community Pathway
	Compliance
(not applicable to PHW)

	WHC 2020/015
	Policy on Single Use and Reusable Laryngoscopes
	Action
(not applicable to PHW)

	WHC 2020/016
	Procedure for Performance Management, Removal or Suspension of NHS Chairs, Vice-Chairs and Independent Members/Non-Executive Directors, Including Associate Members 
	Action

	WHC 2020/018
	Last Person Standing
	Information 
(not applicable to PHW)

	WHC 2020/019
	Expectations for NHS Health Boards and Trusts to ensure the health and wellbeing of the workforce during the Covid 19 pandemic
	Action

	WHC 2020/022
	NHS Wales Annual Planning Framework 2021-22
	Action

	WHC 2020/023
	EU Exit - Continuity of Medicine Supply at the end of the Transition Period
	Information 

	WHC 2020/024
	Clinical Assessment of COVID-19 in the Community Updated
	Information 

	WHC 2020/025
	2021-22 Health Board and Public Health Wales NHS Trust Allocations
	Action

	WHC 2021/002
	Board Champions
	Action

	WHC 2021/003
	Senedd Election 2021
	Action

	WHC 2021/004
	Ordering influenza vaccines for the 2021-2022 season
	Action

	WHC 2021/006
	Senedd Election 2021 - Guidance for NHS Wales
	Action

	WHC 2021/007
	The Health Child Wales Programme - The 6 week post natal GP physical examination of child contact
	Action
(not applicable to PHW)

	WHC 2021/009
	School Entry Hearing Screening Pathway
	Action
(not applicable to PHW)



In line with the revised process, the HOWIS website has been checked to ensure no WHCs are missed from the log.  

There are a number of WHC reference numbers noted within the log that we have not received. This has been checked against the website and none have been omitted from the list, those listed have not yet been issued by Welsh Government. 

The following WHC’s are ongoing:

	WHC 2020/019
	Expectations for NHS Health Boards and Trusts to ensure the health and wellbeing of the workforce during the Covid 19 pandemic
	Action


	WHC 2020/023
	EU Exit - Continuity of Medicine Supply at the end of the Transition Period
	Information 

	WHC 2020/024
	Clinical Assessment of COVID-19 in the Community Updated
	Information 

	WHC 2021/004
	Ordering influenza vaccines for the 2021-2022 season
	Action




3. Recommendation
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